
“The fundamental 
basis of this 
Nation’s laws 
was given to 
Moses on the 
Mount.”

President Harry S. Truman

Harry Truman 
and The Ten 

Commandments
Harry Truman made frequent public 

references to the Ten Commandments as the 
“basis of this Nation’s laws.” In 1937, in his 
first speech as a U.S. Senator he denounced 
corporate profiteering at the expense of the 
common man in Biblical terms: “We worship 
Mammon; and until we go back to ancient 
fundamentals and return to the Giver of the 
Tables of the Law, these conditions are going to 
remain with us.”  As President, he said, “The Ten 
Commandments have not yet been universally 
achieved . . . yet we struggle constantly to 
achieve them.”  On another occasion, Truman 
said that “The Ten Commandments and the 
Sermon on the Mount are all the ethical codes 
anybody needs.”

Truman was proud of his Kentucky Baptist 
ancestors who migrated to Missouri shortly 
before he was born. As he put it, both sets of 
grandparents and his parents “were Baptists, 
the Trumans vehemently so.”  Harry’s mother 
taught him to read using a large-print family 
Bible and he claimed to have read it through 
twice before he was twelve. At his inauguration 
in 1949, he chose to be sworn in on two Bibles: 
one opened to the Sermon on the Mount, and 
the other opened to the Ten Commandments.
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